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NEWS RELEASE

FROM

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
6 March 2013

End of an era for Sandy Allotment Tenants
Sandy Town Council has finally called time on its Allotment Site at Potton Road.  Existing tenants were already under notice to quit in November 2013 and at a full council meeting on Monday 4 March the decision was taken to confirm that the site would definitely be closing this year.  Existing tenants will be given a final rent free period from April to November 2013 and the council will offer them some practical help with moving and clearing their plots.  
Sandy Allotment site is not a statutory site, the land was always intended for use as a burial site and its use as an allotment site was “temporary” although some tenants have been working their plots since the 1970s.  The Town Council has been looking for a new allotment site in the parish for over 10 years and that search will continue.  

Town Clerk, Delia Shephard, said “We are bitterly disappointed to be closing this site before we have found a new home for our existing plot holders and for the large numbers of local people who are interested in allotment gardening in Sandy.  It is particularly sad because market gardening and growing food locally is such an important part of Sandy’s heritage and we want to continue this tradition.  I appeal to anyone in the community who has land they would consider leasing or selling to the council to contact me immediately.”  Tenants who leave their allotments will be added to the top of the Town Council’s waiting list for allotments and the council will continue to search actively for new sites.  
The Town Council now plans further detailed investigation of the allotment site, including possible archaeological and ecological surveys, to confirm its suitability for burials.  
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